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School Map

It is my privilege as the Executive Head teacher to extend a warm welcome to the British School of 
Bahrain (BSB).  BSB is a happy, dynamic and exciting place to learn and work. We pride ourselves 
on outstanding student-teacher relationships that focus on mutual respect. We believe in placing 
the student at the centre of their own learning journey and emphasize that this is a life-long, 
continuous experience for them. At BSB we strive to empower all students through education. 
In return, we encourage them to strive for excellence, to take responsibility and to express and 
celebrate their individuality. This vision is expressed and entrenched in our school motto:
 
Excellence, Responsibility, Individuality
 
As an international school located in Bahrain, we value and celebrate the rich diversity of the 
many nationalities, religions, cultures and traditions of all our students. We aim to provide a 
safe, inclusive and caring environment in which young people can learn to live and work together 
in a spirit of harmony and mutual respect. We encourage each student to play an active role in 
school life, both in and out of the classroom.

We follow an English National Curriculum model, which is suitably adapted to take our location 
into account, creating an inclusive international context  for the 70+ nationalities of our school. 
BSB has a 23-year history of growth and excellence in British education and is proud to be 
fully accredited by the Confederation of British International Schools (COBIS). Our school is 
consistently rated  as “Outstanding” by the Bahrain Quality Insurance Inspectorate.

Our mission is to develop well-balanced, successful learners who will be equipped to become 
citizens of the world. With teacher and parental guidance, BSB students will be resourceful, 
versatile, digitally literate, confident and principled problem-solving thinkers.

Jeff Smith
Executive Head teacher

A message from the Head of School
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Introduction to the British School of Bahrain

BSB was established in Adliya in 1995 to serve the British community in Bahrain. Since those early 
days, the school has grown considerably. We are now a large international school, welcoming myriad 
nationalities from across the globe. Our school is a friendly, vibrant and welcoming community in which 
all are respectful and respected.

In the past few years, the school has undergone a period of rapid change and evolution.  At the beginning 
of the 2007/2008 school year, we relocated to a new purpose-built site in Hamala.

The Mission and Character of the BSB
We teach a British curriculum, with some adaptations to the local context, but we are a truly international 
school. Our students come from a wide variety of national, ethnic and cultural backgrounds. Our mission 
is to provide all our students with a high quality education and skills that will equip them to thrive in 
their future lives, wherever that may be.

We respect all members of our community as individuals and offer them equal opportunities to develop 
to their full potential. It is also important to us that our students have respect for people of all cultures 
and creeds and that they leave us confident and prepared to take their place in the world as ethical and 
environmentally responsible global citizens and leaders. All students and teachers are encouraged to 
contribute to the community through service and extracurricular activities.

We aim to be an inclusive community of self-motivated and reflective learners with high expectations and 
standards. We are achievement-focused and we encourage each child and adult within our community 
to reach their personal best, both academically and in all aspects of their lives, and to develop a lifelong 
love of enquiry and learning. We provide our students with close academic monitoring and supportive 
pastoral care. We take a whole-child approach, with a focus on balance and a healthy lifestyle, and we 
encourage the constructive and positive contribution and support of parents.

We are grounded in traditional values but we also have a progressive, forward-looking vision. The 
educational experience of students at the BSB must prepare them to have access to the best of 
international education and to succeed in a workplace that values skills like critical thinking; collaboration; 
digital literacy and interactive communication. We recognise the potential of digital technology to 
support high quality teaching and learning. We also know that we need to prepare our students for the 
rapidly changing world in which they will live and work when they leave our school.
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Contact Details

We are always happy to respond to any enquiry and our reception staff will be delighted to help out in 
any way they can.

Please note, however, that the reception staff are very busy and cannot always deliver messages 
or belongings personally to students in their classrooms. Parents are also requested to make prior 
arrangements for their children’s after school activities and travel arrangements rather than leaving 
telephone messages with the receptionist. Of course, we are always willing to convey any information 
to students that is necessary and urgent. We simply request that messages to your children be kept to 
an absolute minimum except in the case of a family emergency.

Contacting Staff
Your child’s classroom teacher or form tutor is your first point of contact with the school. You are 
welcome to contact them if you have any concerns about your child’s progress or if they are experiencing 
difficulties of any kind. An appointment can be arranged and most problems can be easily solved when 
dealt with at an early stage. They may be able to deal with the issue themselves or they will help you to 
decide which member of staff is best suited to deal with your enquiry.

You can contact staff by calling reception and leaving a message for the class teacher or form tutor 
to call you back. Your call will be returned as soon as possible, given the teacher’s full-time teaching 
commitments and activity schedule. If the message is particularly urgent, please tell the receptionist 
and every effort will be made to get back to you at the first available opportunity.

Postal Address: Street Address:
British School of Bahrain Building 1080
PO Box 30733 Road 1425
Budaiya Block 1014
Kingdom of Bahrain Hamala

Kingdom of Bahrain

RECEPTION
Telephone: +973 17610920
Facsimile: +973 17610371
E-mail: receptioninfants@thebsbh.com

receptionjuniors@thebsbh.com
receptionseniors@thebsbh.com
attendance@thebsbh.com
enquiries@thebsbh.com

Website: www.britishschoolbahrain.com
App: BSOB Parent App

Our Aims and Vision

Our Aims
We aim to provide a challenging and stimulating educational environment, necessary for outstanding 
academic and physical achievement.

We work with parents to meet these objectives:

•  To enable all our students to attain the highest possible academic achievement;
•  To develop each student’s compassion for others, self-discipline and sense of moral responsibility;
•  To enable individuals to develop their talents to the full. 

We have recently rephrased our vision and mission statement as follows in order to align it with 
the International Baccalaureate Philosophy. We have introduced the IB Diploma Programme to run 
alongside our GCE A’ level and BTEC programmes in the Sixth Form.

Vision

 Excellence, Responsibility, Individuality
 
Mission Statement
At the British School of Bahrain
 
We achieve excellence:
Through our enjoyment of learning;
Through our perseverance and determination;
Through open, honest communication.
 
We embrace responsibility:
For our own learning;
For our words and actions;
For our local and international community.
 
We celebrate individuality:
By ensuring a variety of approaches to teaching and learning;
By showing respect for other people’s opinions, beliefs and traditions;
By exploring different approaches to solving problems;
By promoting team spirit and diversity.
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Contacting Seniors Staff
KEY STAGE 3, KEY STAGE 4 AND SIXTH FORM

Ages 11-14 (Years 7-9), ages 14-16 (Years 10-11), ages 17-18 (Years 12-13)

Contacting the Executive Head

Contact Details

Executive Head: Mr. Jeff Smith                                      17610989

Executive Head: Mr. Jeff Smith                                       17610989

Assistant Head of timetabling Assessment and 
Reporting: 

Mr. Wayne Ridgway                            17610948

Assistant Head of Middle School: Ms. Lucy Jones                                    17610986

Assistant Head of Middle School: Mr. Daniel McHugh                            17610953

Sixth Form:
Head of Sixth Form: Ms. Sally Milnes                                   17610830

Assistant Head of Sixth Form: Mr. Shakeel Sheikh                             17610947

IB Coordinator: Mr. Zaheer Siddiqui                            17610934

Contact Details

Contacting the School Leadership Team
If you need to discuss a serious issue with one of the Head teachers, or Assistant Heads, please 
contact reception who will either put you through to them or take a message. You can also email the 
relevant personal assistant: 

Ms. Lori Flores - pa2infants@thebsbh.com, 17610965

Ms. Jade Heart - pa2juniors@thebsbh.com, 17610950

Ms. Karen Anne Tennant - pa2seniors@thebsbh.com, 17610938

Ms. Razan Merza Mahmood - pa2headofschool@thebsbh.com, 17610981

Contacting Infants Staff
NURSERY, RECEPTION AND KEY STAGE 1

Ages 3-7 (Nursery, Reception and Years 1-2)

Contacting Juniors Staff
KEY STAGE 2

Ages 7-11 (Years 3-6)

Infants Head teacher:  Ms. Julie Anne Gilbert                         17610989
Assistant Head for Key Stage 1:  Mr. Matt Brant                                     17610939

Juniors Head teacher: Mr. Rob Howe                                     17610979
Assistant Head: Ms. Shellyann Mohi                            17610978
Assistant Head: Ms. Marie Halpin                                 17610984
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Our Contact with Parents

Change of address, telephone number or email
It is essential that we have the correct contact information for the parents or guardians of our students 
in our data system. If you have changed any of your contact information, please amend on the Parent 
Portal or send the information to school for the attention of Ms. Mridula Vijayan. Her email address is 
vijayanm@thebsbh.com 

School Blogs
Each section of the school has its own blog, providing up to date photographs and reports of recent 
happenings and successes at the school. You will receive a link to your child’s school blog every Sunday 
as a reminder. 

Newsletter
Each Thursday, you will receive a newsletter from the Head of School giving information about current 
events and including the dates for your diary for the following week.

Parent Meetings
There is a schedule of parent/teacher meetings for each year group held throughout the year for parents 
to meet their children’s tutors and teachers. These are listed on the school calendar, a hard copy of 
which is sent to each household. A copy of the calendar can also be found on our website. Details of 
these meetings will be sent out to you throughout the year via the weekly newsletter/blog. Parents are 
also welcome to come to school to meet with individual teachers throughout the year but please only 
do so if you have made a pre-arranged appointment with the teacher concerned.

Coffee mornings, school events and parent information evenings
Throughout the year there are a number of other events that parents are invited to attend and the 
details of these events will be in the weekly newsletters/blogs. We hope you will be able to attend many 
of these events and we look forward to seeing you. If parents of students in Years 3 to 6 wish to send in 
food items for distribution to their child’s classmates - for example, because of a birthday or a special 
festival - please notify the class/form teacher at least 24 hours beforehand. Small individual cakes etc. 
are best as there is no spare time during the busy school day to cut up large cakes. Nuts, and any 
products containing nuts, should not be brought to school, please. This is because some students may 
suffer from nut allergies, which can be dangerous.

Parent Representatives
Our Heads of School have regular meetings, typically once a month, with parent representatives from 
Infants, Juniors and Seniors. The parent representatives have to have a child in the school they represent 
and to date we have had one parent representative volunteer per year group. The school has recently 
relaunched its Parent Community Association. This is a fun and active group of individuals who are 
committed to bringing the school community together with social and fundraising events. They have 
organised Festive fairs, staff appreciation days and a table-top sale. If you are interested in becoming 
part of the Parent Community Association, please email pca@thebsbh.com.

Contacting the Business and School Development Team

Contact Details

Finance Office: Mr. Nitin Kadam
kadamn@thebsbh.com
accountant@thebsbh.com

Admissions: Ms. Debra Rees
admissions@thebsbh.com

School Data: Mridula Vijayan
vijayanm@thebsbh.com

Attendance: attendance@thebsbh.com

Examinations: exams@thebsbh.com

Human Resources: Ms. Cherryl Castil
For CV’s hrcv@thebsbh.com

castilc@thebsbh.com

Information Technology: Mr. Mahesh Manyeri
headofit@thebsbh.com

Facility and Maintenance: Mr. Sanjay Salgaonkar
maintenancesupport@thebsbh.com

Procurement and Inventory: Mr. Jayan Kunnath
orders@thebsbh.com

Business Development and Marketing: Ms. Amal Darwish
businessdevelopment@thebsbh.com

School Library: Mr. Jacques Venter/ Mr. Khadijha Al Saeed/ Eman 
Isa
library-Staff@thebsbh.com  



1312

School Routines

The School Day
Our school day starts earlier than most schools in the northern hemisphere and is designed to reflect 
the local climate.

All teachers and assistants are in school by 07:30 am, although most are here earlier.

SCHOOL STARTS AT:
Infants
8:00am Classroom doors open. Children who arrive after 8:15am will be marked as late. 

Juniors and Seniors 
7:45am Classroom doors open. Students can enter the classroom at any time between 7:45am
and 8:00am.
8:00am Lessons begin.
Junior children who arrive at school after 8:00am will be marked as late.
Seniors children who arrive at school after 7:50am will be marked as late.

SCHOOL ENDS AT:
12:30 pm for all students in Nursery
2:00 pm for students in Reception
2:30 pm for students in Year 1 and Year 2
2:55 pm for Seniors and Juniors 
3:30 pm for Administration

Arriving at School
BUS TRANSPORT
The BSB school bus service will be happy to transport your child to and from school. Please download 
the form from the website and submit to Mr. Naveen, the Transport Manager.
His email address is: transport@thebsbh.com |Telehone queries: 17610897.

ARRIVING AT SCHOOL BY CAR
The roads around the school are very congested in the mornings and at the end of the school day. 
Consequently we ask that parents drive slowly and carefully. Our security guards assist in directing the 
safe and orderly flow of traffic both inside and outside the school. At these times we would appreciate 
your polite, patient and supportive cooperation to enable them to do their jobs effectively.

We commend drivers who observe all the rules of the road and extend every courtesy to others.

School Calendar

Social Media
We very much hope that you will follow the school community on our social media platforms.
       Facebook - British School of Bahrain
       Instagram - BritishSchool Bahrain
       Twitter - Thebsbh

School Calendar
Each academic year we publish the BSB calendar which details all the main events planned for the 
academic year. This is issued to parents prior to the beginning of Term 1 of the new academic year. 
Please note that the dates for Islamic holidays are not fixed and are announced by the Government of 
Bahrain prior to the festival. Term and half term dates for this academic year 2017 - 2018 are as follows:

AUTUMN TERM 2018

Arrival of new staff     23 - 24 August
*Arafat Day & Eid Al Adha    21 - 26 August* (Inclusive)
Induction week for ALL Staff    27 - 30 August
First day of school for ALL students   2 September
*Islamic New Year     11 September
*Ashoora      19 - 20 September*
Staff training (early finish for students)   TBC
Half term holiday     28 October - 1 November 
*Prophet’s Birthday     20 November *
Last day of term     13 December

SPRING TERM 2019

First day of term     6 January
Half term holiday     24 - 28 February (inclusive)
Staff training (early finish for students)   TBC
Last day of term     17 April

SUMMER TERM 2019

First day of term     28 April
Labour Day      1 May
Staff training (early finish for students)   TBC
Eid Al Fitr      5 - 9 June
Last day of term     3 July 
 

*D
ates for Public H

olidays are subject to changes based on confirm
ation from

 m
inistries. 

IB Results Day
6 July 2018

A-Level Results Day
16 August 2018

GCSE Results Day
23 August 2018
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School Routines

Students leaving school during school hours
Students are not permitted to leave the premises during school  hours. Students involved in extracurricular 
activities or clubs at the end of the school day are also not allowed to leave the school premises until the 
end of the activity. Students may purchase drinks and snacks from the school cafeteria or bring food 
and drinks from home.

Students will only be allowed to leave school if they have a valid reason and a written request from 
their parent or guardian which the student should give to his or her class teacher or form tutor, in the 
first instance. The student is required to sign out at their school’s reception before leaving and will be 
issued with a “permission to leave school” pass which must be handed to the security guard at the gate. 
A student will only be permitted to leave school accompanied by a teacher, parent or guardian.

Attendance and Punctuality
DAILY REGISTRATION
All students must be present within school at the specified times.

Attendance is taken during registration at the beginning of the school day. Senior students are expected 
to be in their class base or form rooms at 7:40 am. Doors open in the Infants and Juniors at 7:45am and 
registration for them is taken at 8:00am.

LATE ARRIVALS
Students in Seniors arriving late to school before the close of registration at 8:00am will receive a late 
mark from their form tutor. Students arriving late to school after registration has closed must sign in 
with our attendance officer at reception. Unless the reason for being late is due to the late arrival of a 
bus, a letter signed by a parent or guardian explaining the reason for the late arrival should be given 
to the student’s form tutor within two days. If Senior students are late on five or more occasions in one 
term, without good reason, they will be given school detention. This will be followed by a letter home 
and further lateness will require a meeting with parents as per school policy.

MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS DURING THE SCHOOL DAY
In order to protect teaching time, parents should make every effort to schedule routine medical 
appointments for students outside of school hours. If a student arrives at school late from attending a 
medical or dental appointment, documentation of that appointment is required.

School `Routines

PARENT CAR PASS STICKERS
Only cars displaying a BSB car pass sticker in their front windscreens are permitted to drive onto the 
school’s premises.  If you plan to drive into school you will need to obtain a car pass sticker and display it 
prominently so that it can be  easily seen by the security guard on gate duty. Parent car pass stickers are 
available from the BSB Shop. There is a nominal fee of  BD1 per car sticker for a maximum three car pass 
stickers per family. You will need one sticker for each car you plan to drive into school. We ask that you  
remove the sticker from your windscreen if you sell your car during the school year.

Site security
A safe and secure school is in everybody’s best interests, and in particular, in the interests of the 
protection of your children. Your children’s safety is our highest priority. We have a CCTV surveillance 
system, employ a team of well trained and qualified security guards and we expect all members of our 
school community to treat them with respect and to follow their directions.

Emergency procedures and safety audits
We hold regular fire drills and lockdown practices to ensure that our procedures are adequate and 
correct and that all members of our school community are familiar with those procedures.

Parent passes
All parents entering the school premises are required to show the security guards photo identification 
such as a CPR card. A parent pass will be issued to you when your child joins the school. Drivers entering 
the school premises are required to show the security guards photo identification, like a CPR card, as 
well as a driver’s card.

This requirement will be strictly applied so, if you do not have a parent’s pass, please inform the reception 
desk and they will arrange to have one issued to you. Parents whose children are newly admitted to the 
school will receive their parent’s passes via their children in the first two working weeks of joining the 
school.

If your child is brought to school by a driver, they are required to register at Reception as a designated 
driver for your children by providing us with a copy of their CPR card or passport photo pages. Drivers 
will be issued with a driver’s card.

Having a parent pass will make it quicker for you to enter the school. If you do not have your BSB 
Parent pass with you, then you will be asked by the security guards to go to the main gate and hand 
over your CPR, or other photo identification, in exchange for a visitor’s pass while you are on site. This 
applies to drivers as well. Visitors passes are required to be worn whilst on the school premises for easy 
identification.
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Contact  Details

Examination leave
Study leave is timetabled through the school for students before an external examination. Additional 
absences from school prior to examinations to revise or produce coursework are absolutely discouraged 
and will be recorded as unauthorised absence.

Programmes of revision are arranged in school by subject teachers and all students are encouraged 
to be in school during school study leave but may stay at home if they wish. Parents will be advised of 
the dates of study leave by the school. Students must be in school uniform if in school for study leave 
or for revision classes during the holidays or out of school hours and for exams. Students must sign 
themselves in and out at the Reception desk throughout the exam period.

Term time leave
The BSB calendar is published in advance and we ask parents to ensure that children are not taken out 
of school during term time. However, we realise that this is sometimes unavoidable. If you have to take 
your children out of school during term-time for any reason, please email or send a written request for 
leave of absence at least four days in advance to the relevant Head teacher who will be able to advise 
you of any internal or external examinations taking place during the requested leave of absence period.

Parent absence from Bahrain
It is our unfortunate experience that some parents leave Bahrain while their children remain here 
unsupervised. This often only comes to light when the children are not attending school or one of the 
children has an accident. The presence of a domestic helper is seldom sufficient in cases of crisis. If the 
circumstances are absolutely unavoidable, parents should attempt to find a family with whom their 
children can stay while they are out of Bahrain. Whatever arrangements are made, the relevant Head 
teacher should be informed by letter or email, with information about who is acting as guardian to the 
children and providing all their contact details. The guardian must have been given written authorisation 
by the parents to give permission for any necessary medical care in the event of illness or an accident.

School Routines

Absences
Student Attendance is necessary for success in school. Most subjects are taught in sequence, requiring 
the understanding of each concept in the order of presentation. A missed school day cannot be made 
up by simply doing the written work that is missed. We expect our students to attend school except 
for the following reasons: illness, medical care, injury or other emergencies, activities or events beyond 
parental control. It is not considered appropriate for students to miss school to meet or see off friends 
and relatives who are arriving in or leaving Bahrain. This would disturb the routine of the school classes 
and have a negative impact on student learning. Similarly, it is not appropriate to absent your children 
from school to accommodate flights. Flights should be booked to coincide with the published school 
holidays. School activities like field trips are not considered as absences.

Parents are required to email or phone the school if their child is going to be absent and to provide a 
note or email explaining the absence upon the child’s return.

Attendance Policy
Once attendance has been taken the attendance officer alerts parents, by 9am that morning, if their 
child is absent. The officer will request an explanation for the absence.

INTERVENTIONS CONCERNING ATTENDANCE CONCERNS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
To avoid attendance falling too low, we alert parents in writing when 5 days have been missed and 
encourage improved attendance.

Action on reaching 9 days of absence (meaning attendance for the year is going to be on or below 95%) 
is that parents and child are met by Head of Year to put in place an action plan for improvement. The 
child is placed on attendance report for the term. Successful review means the child comes off the 
report. If the attendance is still an issue the school reserves the right to extend the attendance review 
period.

Action on reaching 14 days of absence, their attendance is going to be 92% or below. At this point the 
parents and child meet with the Head of Year and an action plan is implemented and the child placed 
on attendance report for the rest of the year.

Action on reaching 18 days or more of absence, their attendance for the year is going to be 90% or 
below. In such cases the child will be on attendance report and the school reserves the right to have the 
child repeat the year or leave the school.
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Our Curriculum

It is a great benefit that the British School of 
Bahrain is a Nursery-through-Year 13 school as 
this considerably eases the transition anxieties 
students sometimes experience in going from 
one phase of education to the next. It is also the 
strong basis underpinning our school community 
and spirit. The fact that we are one school and 
not three separate schools is an important and 
valued part of our school ethos.

External assessments and 
examinations

CAT 4 AND OTHER BASELINE ASSESSMENTS
We use so called CAT4 assessments to assess 
our students’ cognitive ability in English, 
Mathematics, Non-Verbal Reasoning and Spatial 
Awareness. These tests give us an age-related 
score which is used to give us an indication of 
a student’s strengths and weaknesses as well as 
expected NC levels and GCSE grades at the end 
of Key Stages 1, 2, 3 and 4. These assessments 
and other baseline assessments, such as the CEM 
Centre PIPs, MIDYIS, YELLIS and ALIS assessment, 
enable us to set aspirational target levels for 
each student in each of their subjects which they 
should achieve by the end of the year.

STUDENT ASSESSMENT DATA
Student assessment data is collected at Key 
Stages 1 and 2 through teacher assessments and 
online or standard assessment tasks. This assists 
us in assessing and comparing our educational 
programme and our students’ achievements 
against standardised benchmarks.

KEY STAGE 1
During Year 2, teacher assessment is carried out 
in the core subjects of English and Mathematics. 
In English, teachers are required to record a 
level in the three strands of Reading, Writing, 
and Speaking & Listening. To assist teachers in 
arriving at an assessed level, tests and tasks are 
completed in reading, writing and mathematics. 
These are normally taken during May.

KEY STAGE 2
During May in the final year of Key Stage 2, 
Year 6 students undertake Alfie Assessments 
in English and Maths which assess students’ 
abilities and provide reliable National Curriculum 
Levels in these subjects. In addition, teachers 
provide teacher assessments in the same 
subjects. Assessments in English provide levels 
for reading. Writing is assessed and moderated 
by the teaching team. The Alfie assessments, 
coupled with the teacher assessments, mean 
that we are able to give an accurate National 
Curriculum level for English and Maths and are 
able to measure each student’s progress against 
their targets (their value added for the subject). 

Students in Key Stage 2 also take the Edinburgh 
Reading Test in October which provides a 
standardised score and reading age, as well 
as results in four subtests: vocabulary, syntax, 
sequencing and comprehension.

Our  Curriculum

Curriculum Overview
A school’s curriculum comprises all learning and other experiences that a school plans for its students. 
The two key aims for a school curriculum are to provide a balanced and broadly based curriculum that:

promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of students. 
prepares students for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. 

Our curriculum is designed to ensure that our students develop the knowledge, skills and understanding 
to be confident, successful and independent individuals and members of society. We value academic 
excellence and we provide a learning environment in which all of our students can achieve their personal 
best, according to their abilities and talents.

The National Curriculum of Englad and Wales
This section is a very brief overview of the structure and organisation of the taught academic curriculum 
at the BSB. There are detailed curriculum documents for each section of the school that provide more 
details of our academic programmes of study which are posted on our website.

The taught academic curriculum forms an important part of the whole school curriculum and the British 
School of Bahrain follows the National Curriculum of England and Wales, with some adaptations to 
reflect the local historical, cultural and physical features of Bahrain.

Families from countries in the Southern Hemisphere will find that the academic year at the British 
School is different to the system they have come from; we have much experience in smoothing the 
transition of children from other national systems to ours.

The National Curriculum of England and Wales is organised on the basis of four key stages in the 
compulsory phase of education, in addition to Early Years Foundation Stage, Years 12 and 13.

Infant curriculum:
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) ages 3-5 Nursery and Reception
Key Stage 1 ages 5-7 (Years 1-2)
Junior curriculum:
Key Stage 2 ages 7-11 (Years 3-6)
Secondary curriculum:
Key Stage 3 ages 11-14 (Years 7-9)
Key Stage 4 ages 14-16 (Years 10-11)
Key Stage 5 ages 16-18 (Years 12-13)
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Our Curriculum

KEY STAGE 5, YEARS 12 AND 13, SIXTH FORM 
The BSB Sixth Form provides the final two years 
of school based education and aims to provide 
a pathway for students to succeed in securing a 
place at the university of their choice.

At BSB we provide A’ levels, BTEC and The IB 
Diploma Programme.

All 3 provide Gold Standard routes to the best 
universities in the world. 

The General Certificate of Education,  Advanced 
Level Programme (GCE A’ Level)

A’ levels are studied typically between the ages of 
16-18 and are the most usual route into UK and 
most international higher education institutions. 
To gain entry to a top UK university, students 
need three good A’ level grades, although 
exceptionally talented students can take five 
subjects. Each full A’ level usually consists of four 
units which are studied in two stages:

•   Stage 1 – Advanced Subsidiary (AS) level: two 
modules are studied for the award of an AS 
level. 

•   Stage 2 – A2 level: a second set of two units is 
studied to take an AS level to a full A’ level. 

At BSB in Year 11 we have careers guidance and 
option choice discussions and evenings to assist 
students and parents in making good choices for 
the sixth form courses. Many pursue 4 A’ levels, 
some choose to pursue a level 3 BTEC (worth 2 
A’ levels) in Business  or IT as well as 1 or 2 A’  
levels. Some choose to pursue the IB Diploma 
Programme and choose 3 Higher Level and 3 

Standard Level subjects within those offered for 
the IB Diploma.

Once the student receives their GCSE/IGCSE 
grades in the summer we review and confirm 
their Sixth Form choices and set aspirational 
target grades based on their GCSE point scores 
and their performance in the ALIS CEM centre 
baseline assessments. These provide the targets 
for students and teachers to set their sights as 
they progress through the course. Standardised 
assessments throughout the course provide 
increasingly reliable measures of the grade the 
student is on track for. Reports and parents 
meetings are very much geared to identifying 
the strengths and the areas for improvement.

THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
DIPLOMA PROGRAMME
Founded in 1968, The International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IB) is a 
non-profit educational foundation offering four 
highly respected programmes of international 
education that develop the intellectual, personal, 
emotional and social skills needed to live, learn 
and work in a rapidly globalising world. The IB 
has a hard-earned reputation for high standards 
of teaching, pedagogical leadership and student 
achievement.

This school now has authorisation as an IB World 
School. These are schools that share a common 
philosophy—a commitment to high quality, 
challenging, international education that BSB 
believes is important for our students.

Our Curriculum

KEY STAGE 3
At the beginning of Key Stage 3, CEM centre 
baseline assessments together with Key Stage 
2 NC levels are used to set aspirational NC level 
targets for each student in each subject for the 
end of the year and the end of Key Stage 3. 

On-going teacher assessments and end of year 
exams are used to measure attainment as 
National Curriculum levels in each subject in 
years 7, 8 and  9. Our report cards and reports 
comment on the progress and the extent to 
which the student has reached or surpassed 
their target and level and what they need to do 
to progress further. 

Until 2008, in May during the final year of Key 
Stage 3 (Year 9), all students in England and 
Wales were required to undertake National 
Curriculum Tests in the three core subjects of 
English, Mathematics and Science. Following 
a series of issues regarding the marking of 
National Curriculum Tests in 2008, the national 
tests were abolished for Key Stage 3 in England 
and Wales. However, we are now using online 
assessments in English, Maths and Science to 
measure attainment in these subjects and to 
provide a reliable National Curriculum level. 
These give us a robust external verification of the 
quality of our teaching and a means of evaluating 
the reliability of our teacher assessment.

By the end of Year 9 we are able to compute how 
much progress in NC levels each student has 
made in each subject. We are particularly keen 
to measure the extent to which we have enabled 
the student to reach and surpass their target 
level.

KEY STAGE 4 - GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF 
SECONDARY EDUCATION (GCSE)
GCSEs are the main examinations taken by UK 
students at the end of the two years of Key 

Stage 4. Students typically take nine subjects 
at GCSE level, six of which are compulsory core 
subjects. The assessment of these subjects is by 
means of exams, that are externally marked and 
graded, and continuous assessment during the 
two-year course, such as controlled coursework 
assignments and practical experiments. Once 
students have passed at least five subjects at 
GCSE with a Grade 1 to 9 or higher, including 
English and Maths, they can proceed to study at 
Advanced Level in Years 12 and 13. Please note 
that students are required to achieve at least 
a B grade in the subjects they wish to study at 
A-Level and at least a C for the subject they wish 
to pursue as a BTEC (currently IT, Sport, and 
Business BTECs are available). The Sixth Form 
Prospectus spells out the criteria for each course.

During Year 9 career guidance and meetings 
are held regarding option choices. This enables 
students and parents to consult with subject 
specialists and to make the best choices for 
their 3 optional GCSEs given their university and 
career aspirations. With the advent of IB Diploma 
as well as A’ levels and BTECs students now have 
to consider which Sixth Form programme they 
anticipate they will follow too.

The End of Year 9 Assessments in all subjects 
together with the CEM Centre MIDYIS Baseline 
assessments we carry out at the beginning of 
Year 10 enable us to set aspirational GCSE target 
grades in each subject. Data from end of Year 
9 assessments help us to ascertain whether a 
student has the aptitude and attitude to embark 
upon the GCSE courses offered in Key Stage 4.

On-going standardised assessments against 
GCSE criteria in each subject enable teachers 
to feedback to students and parents the GCSE 
grade the student is on track for based on their 
performance on the material covered up to that 
point. 
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INTERVENTION STRATEGIES
At BSB assessments, reports and parents evenings provide a collective performance management of 
student progress. Where students are not on track to achieve their aspirational targets we intervene 
and engage parents and students in appropriate action plans.

The strategies include:

· placing the student on academic report;
· booking the student into extra revision clubs;
· booking the student into booster clubs;
· requiring the parents to take on some private tuition;
· providing the student with a mentor who checks their progress and homework on a weekly basis.

Academic Policies
HOMEWORK

Homework is any extended learning that is set by the school which is undertaken out of lessons for 
which the student has primary responsibility. The purposes of homework include the following:

•   To encourage lifelong learning: through the development of skills, independent research, enquiry 
based learning, confidence and motivation. 

•  To promote academic learning: provides practice and consolidation, preparation for future learning,  
extends school learning and offers reflection. 

•  To develop generic skills: independence, initiative and information skills, planning of time, self-discipline 
and organisational skills, responsibility for learning. 

•   To promote the home-school relationship: home learning becomes a three-way partnership involving 
students, families and teachers; keeps parents informed and involved; keeps learning on the agenda 
at home to promote home school dialogue. 

• To extend the curriculum. 

In brief, all students in the Juniors and Seniors have a homework timetable and a homework 
diary that parents are asked to monitor and sign. We ask that you support your child in providing a 
quiet and uncluttered place in which they can do their homework and in encouraging them to complete
their homework tasks properly and in a timely manner.

Our CurriculumOur Curriculum

The IB is different from other curricula (such as A’ levels and BTECs) because it:

· encourages students to think critically and challenge what they are told;
· is independent of governments and national systems, and therefore able to incorporate best practice 
from a range of international frameworks and curricula;
· encourages students to consider both their local and international environment.

Typically IB students:

· ask challenging questions
· think critically
· develop research skills proven to help them in higher education.

The IB Diploma is structured as follows:
Students select six subjects which must include a second language, a natural science, a social science and 
a mathematics subject.  Three of these subjects are chosen at Higher Level (HL) and three at Standard 
Level (SL).  There is no direct comparison, but think of an HL subject as being like a full A’ level, and a SL 
subject as an AS.  As well as the subjects, students also complete the ‘Core’: Theory of Knowledge (TOK) 
is an exciting and sometimes mind-boggling insight into how and why we know certain things in certain 
ways; Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) promotes experiential learning whereby students give something 
back to their local and global communities and learn from it; while the Extended Essay (EE) provides 
a unique chance for students to undertake university level research into a topic of their choosing and 
produce their first ever truly independent work.

IB programmes promote the education of the whole person, emphasizing intellectual, personal, 
emotional and social growth through all domains of knowledge. By focusing on the dynamic combination 
of knowledge, skills, independent critical and creative thought and international-mindedness, the 
IBO promotes the principle of educating the whole person for a life of active, responsible citizenship. 
Underlying the three programmes is the concept of education of the whole person as a lifelong process.
  
For further information about the IB and its programmes, visit http://www.ibo.org
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How can parents help?
•   Students will be more inclined to plagiarise 

if they are under time pressure. Planning 
assignments and coursework is the KEY to 
effective research and writing. All Junior and 
Senior students have a school diary and they 
should be encouraged to keep to their work 
schedule and not rush to finish work at the last 
minute. 

•   Students should be encouraged to use a range 
of resources. 

•   Unrealistic expectations can cause a student to 
panic and to cheat. 

•   If you have hired a tutor, please brief them 
about the appropriate level of help and support 
of your child’s work. 

Extra-Curricular Programme
We aim to provide a rich programme of extra-
curricular activities to enhance our students’ 
learning and personal development. Information 
about clubs and other extra-curricular activities 
will be distributed to students by their class 
teachers/form tutors and will sometimes be 
published in the weekly newsletters as well. 
Places are offered on a ‘first-come, first-served’ 
basis.

Educational visits play a large part in some school 
courses. These include: theatre visits, fieldwork 
and a variety of other enrichment opportunities. 
These are listed on the school calendar but also 
advertised in newsletters. 

AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES AND CLUBS
We offer a wide variety of after-school activities 
and clubs to children of all ages. Details of after-
school activities and clubs are circulated to 
parents at the start of each term. A charge may 
be made for more expensive activities such as 
sailing and golf. Y7-13 after-school activities 
typically run from 3:00pm to 4:00pm, Sunday 
to Thursday. Y3-6 after-school activities run 
from 2:45pm to 3:45pm. Y1-2 run from 2:20pm 
- 3:20pm.

BSB ACADEMIES
Beyond 4:30pm each day and on during 
Saturdays, BSB hosts a range of academies in 
all the main sports, music, dance and drama. 
In addition the Academies run holiday camps 
with sporting and other fun activities to keep 
young people gainfully occupied. An Academies 
booklet is issued to each student each term and 
is posted on the website too. Further details and 
bookings can be made at the Academies office in 
the administration building.

THE INTERNATIONAL AWARD
The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme (DofE), 
which is usually called the International Award 
when offered overseas, was started in 1956, with 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh as chairman. 
The D of E aims to further the personal and social 
development of young people and has gained 
steadily in popularity and prestige internationally 
since its inception.

Our Curriculum

The following table indicates the homework a student in each year group should expect to be completing 
per week:

PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING
Students are encouraged to use books, magazines and the internet to get information and to develop 
research skills. These are important sources for helping them to learn. Students may also use the help 
of friends, parents and tutors to improve understanding or widen knowledge. These are also useful 
ways to help with schoolwork. However, students need to be aware that they should be very careful 
when using the resources of printed material, the internet or friends, parents and tutors that they are 
not using those resources inappropriately.

Plagiarism: This means directly copying from any printed source (such as books, periodicals and 
magazines) or downloading material from the internet. It also refers to using material from printed 
sources or from the internet without referring to the source and then offering that work as one’s own. 

Copying: When one student copies from another student and then pretends it is his or her own work. In 
addition, a student should not allow another person to complete work for him or her. 

Inappropriate use of tutors: If you have hired a tutor for your child, please ensure that the  tutor is 
assisting and supporting your child’s learning and not doing the work for them.  Handing in someone 
else’s work will give teachers an inaccurate picture of your child’s learning needs. This will not only impede 
your child’s progress and success, it is also dishonest. If the school suspects any form of plagiarism for 
coursework or an examination this may result in the  examination board being notified and the work 
not being submitted. This could result in the GCSE for that subject not being awarded.

Year Hours of homework per week
3 3 hours
4 3 hours
5 4 hours
6 5 hours
7 6 hours
8 8 hours
9 10 hours

10 12 hours
11 12 hours
12 30 hours
13 30 hours

Our Curriculum
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Students

Student Leadership
STUDENT COUNCIL
Our Student Council is a very important part of 
the fabric of the school. It gives our students 
an opportunity to develop management 
and leadership skills and to participate in 
the development of student facilities. Each 
form group from Year 3 upwards has two 
representatives and the council has an executive 
committee, which steers the work of the group. 
All positions are filled by direct elections from 
the student body.

STUDENT PARLIAMENT
In the Juniors each class has a class student 
representative who attends the junior school 
parliament at which they contribute to school 
improvement.

PREFECT SYSTEM
We expect our senior students to be good role 
models for our younger students. We are proud 
of the contribution they make to the leadership 
of our school. We offer our senior students the 
opportunity to contribute to school life through 
the Prefect System. These positions are filled by 
a joint process of selection and direct election by 
the staff and students.

SENIOR PREFECT LEADERSHIP TEAM
In the Junior and Senior schools, Head Boys and 
Girls are appointed to lead student prefect and 
student parliament groups. They are known 
as the Prefect Leadership Team in the Senior 
School.

DIGITAL LEADERS
In Juniors and Seniors, we appoint students to 
provide leadership with the use of IT who support 
learning using digital technology.

ECO RANGERS
In the Juniors Eco Rangers are appointed. They 
are responsible for initiating ways to makes the 
school as eco-friendly as possible.

OUR EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENT BEHAVIOUR
The standard of behaviour amongst our students 
is very high and we have a strong tradition 
of teachers and parents working together to 
promote good behaviour.

We aim to teach, enable and encourage our 
students to develop positive attitudes, good 
manners, care and respect for others, self-
control and the ability and willingness to be 
accountable for their actions. We make our 
expectations clear to students and we expect 
them to take responsibility for their behaviour. 
Students have a responsibility to choose the 
appropriate behaviour. Failure to do so does 
have consequences.

NO BULLYING
We are committed to a school environment that 
is free from any form of harassment, intimidation 
or bullying. We believe that every member of our 
community has the basic entitlement to enjoy 
life at school free from the kind of behaviour 
that is classified as bullying. Any member of our 
community who fails to respect this basic right 
can expect action to be taken. We define bullying 
as wilful and/or persistent behaviour that results 
in someone being physically or emotionally 
hurt, intimidated, frightened or humiliated. This 
includes all incidents of cyber bullying whether 
via using mobile phones or the internet.

The ethos of our school is one of care, respect 
and consideration towards others. Aggressive 
and threatening behaviour does not foster 
consideration for others and will not be tolerated. 

Students above the age of 14 can follow the D of 
E programme at one of three progressive levels 
which, when successfully completed, lead to a 
Bronze, Silver or Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
We offer all three levels at BSB.

There are four sections at each level. With 
assistance from adult leaders, participants select 
and set objectives in each of the following areas:

•   Volunteering: undertaking service to individuals 
or the community 

•   Physical: improving in an area of sport, dance 
or fitness 

•   Skills: developing practical, social skills and 
personal interests

 •   Expedition: planning, training for and 
completion of an adventurous journey in 
Bahrain and Cyprus 

Each section must be completed for a minimum 
period of time. It must be monitored and then 
assessed by someone with knowledge of that 
particular activity to achieve an Award. Each 
progressive level demands more time and 
commitment from participants.

Model United Nations
Model United Nations (also Model UN or MUN) is 
an academic simulation of the United Nations that 
aims to educate participants about civics, current 
events, effective communication, globalisation 
and multilateral diplomacy. Students take on 
roles as diplomats and participate in a simulated 
session of an intergovernmental organisation. 
Participants research a country, take on roles 
as diplomats, investigate international issues, 
debate, deliberate, consult, and then develop 
solutions to world problems. We have a very 
active and successful MUN group at the BSB who 
take part in local and regional MUN events.

OUR TUTORIAL SYSTEM
Our tutorial system provides the foundation for 
the personal, social and academic development 
of each student. Its primary function is to support 
students as learners. Students are arranged into 
class groups in the Infants and Juniors and in 
tutor groups in the Seniors.

The role of the class teacher and the form tutor 
at the BSB is a crucial one. They are the first point 
of contact for the parent or student should issues 
arise and they also monitor the progress of each 
student. Your child’s class teacher or form tutor 
is responsible for the welfare and well-being of 
your child. They monitor attendance, punctuality, 
academic progress and deal with most home-
school issues.

The relationship between your child and his or 
her class teacher or form tutor is very important 
as we know that good relationships greatly 
enhance academic and home-school issues as 
well as their personal development.

Our Curriculum
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safe and responsible use of digital technology, 
both at home and at school.

LAPTOP USE AT SCHOOL
For the time being, we have decided not to allow 
students up to Year 11 to bring their personal 
laptops into school as we are not yet able to 
safely and securely support the use of a large 
number of personal student laptops. We are 
working on being able to support much wider 
laptop use in the future. Students in Year 12 and 
13 may bring their laptops to school and may 
use them in class, at the discretion of the class 
teacher. However, any inappropriate use of these 
computers, such as attempting to download 
films or music for personal use, will result in the 
immediate withdrawal of the privilege. We have 
also decided not to allow students to connect to 
our network using other media-rich devices like 
internet-enabled mobile phones.

Cameras, mobile phones and other media-rich 
digital devices. In order to avoid the disruptive 
and inappropriate use of students’ personal 
cameras, mobile phones and other digital devices, 
students are not permitted to be in possession of 
cameras, mobile phones or digital audio players, 
at school between 7:45 a.m. and 2:45 p.m. If 
students bring these devices to school at all, they 
are to be kept switched off and locked away in 
their lockers during the school day. Any devices 
that are found in students’ possession during the 
school day will be confiscated and only returned 
to their parents directly at school. Should any 
of these devices be required for educational 
purposes, they will be provided to students and 
used under close teacher supervision. Sixth form 
students do have the privilege of being able to 
use their mobile devices in the designated area 
only. Use of the devices outside of this area will 
lead to confiscation.

FORBIDDEN ITEMS
Students are not permitted to bring any of 
the following items onto the school premises: 
controlled or illegal substances like alcohol, 
tobacco products or drugs; pornographic or 
racist material and weapons or weapon replicas. 
If a student is found to be in possession of any 
of these forbidden items they will be confiscated 
and there will be very serious disciplinary 
consequences. If a student is taking prescription 
medication under medical supervision, it must 
be handed in to the school nurse on arrival at 
school for safe keeping, with written notification 
and explanation from a parent or guardian.

PERSONAL POSSESSIONS
All students in the Infants and Juniors have 
storage facilities for their school bags, either 
in the classrooms or in the adjacent corridors. 
Students in the Juniors and Seniors have their 
own lockers. These provide ample space for 
storing school equipment, including PE kit.

While we take precautions to ensure the safety 
of our students’ personal possessions, each 
individual student is responsible for his or 
her personal belongings and equipment. We 
cannot accept responsibility in the event of 
loss of personal possessions or money and we 
discourage students from bringing large sums of 
money or unnecessary valuable and expensive 
items to school. 

This includes such items as mobile phones, 
personal stereos, portable computer games and 
mp3 players. If it is unavoidable that a student 
brings a substantial sum of money to school, 
then it should be handed to the form tutor for 
safe-keeping during the school day.

Students

We address the issue of bullying in the curriculum, 
in class, tutor groups and in assemblies and the 
message is reinforced whenever such behaviour 
becomes apparent.
We expect our students to report any incidents 
of disruption, bullying or any other form of 
harassment to a member of staff. Being a 
bystander to incidents of bullying is to be 
complicit in the bullying behaviour.
If you suspect that your child is being bullied or 
is bullying other children please contact their 
form tutor who will work with you to resolve the 
matter quickly and effectively. We deal with such 
issues with sensitivity and confidentiality. All 
reported cases of bullying will be taken seriously 
and dealt with in an appropriate manner.

Rewards and Sanctions
REWARDS
The school’s ethos of encouragement is central 
to the promotion of good behaviour. Rewards 
are one means of achieving this. They have a 
motivational role in helping pupils to realise that 
good behaviour is valued. Integral to the system 
of rewards is an emphasis on praise, both 
informal and formal, to individuals and groups. 
We promote good behaviour and celebrate 
success through our:

•  Display of student work 
•  Our House system 
•  Certificates of Achievement 
•  Recognition of achievement in assemblies and 
in school blogs 
•  The annual prize-giving event to which parents 
are invited

SANCTIONS
We have clear policies and procedures to respond 
to inappropriate or unacceptable behaviour.

Our procedures make a clear distinction between 
the sanctions applied for minor and major 
offences. 
A range of sanctions is available to staff and 
includes: loss of free time (usually breaks and 
lunchtime); setting extra work; after-school 
detentions for Senior students; isolation from 
peers; exclusion from school.
For serious offences, strong sanctions will be 
imposed as per the school policies.
We will not tolerate students endangering the 
welfare or safety of staff or other students by 
thoughtless or dangerous activity. In very serious 
cases, students will be permanently excluded 
from the school. 

Student Guidelines
THE USE OF ENGLISH AND OTHER LANGUAGES 
AT SCHOOL
The BSB’s primary focus is to provide a high 
quality education with English as the language 
of instruction. At the same time, our school 
promotes and celebrates a school climate that 
values and appreciates cultural and linguistic 
diversity. We encourage everyone to be sensitive 
to the ways in which the use of different 
languages affects others. Our goal is for everyone 
in our school community to feel included and 
appreciated. To this end, in mixed-language 
groups both outside and inside the classroom, 
students are encouraged to use a language 
common to everyone in the group.

SAFE USE OF THE INTERNET
We require all students using school computers 
and their parents to read, sign and return 
to school, annually, a form agreeing to the 
conditions stipulated in our “Acceptable Use 
of Technology” policy document.  Students not 
signing and returning the completed form will not 
be permitted to connect to the school network. 
Furthermore, we encourage parents to have 
regular discussions with their children about the 
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Medical forms and student health 
records
We have a qualified school nurse on duty in both 
the Infants and Juniors and Seniors throughout 
the day. Many of our teachers and support staff 
are also qualified first-aiders.

Parents are required to complete a medical form 
for their child as part of the Admissions process. 
This is a Ministry of Health requirement and 
we have the right to exclude any students from 
school for whom we do not have a complete 
medical form. Each student has a medical record 
at school that contains information regarding the 
student’s individual health needs, immunisations 
and allergies. The school nurses manage the 
medical records of all of our students, and 
inform parents of any vaccination programmes 
provided by the Ministry of Health. These records 
are updated on a regular basis.

Please make sure the school nurse is aware of 
any conditions or situations which may prohibit 
your child from participating in normal school 
activities. Furthermore, if your child’s medical 
condition changes, please inform the school 
nurses so that his or her record can be updated 
and the appropriate members of staff informed.

The information contained in each student’s 
medical record is considered confidential and 
is treated as such. However, if your child needs 
specific accommodations for conditions such as 
asthma (inhaler use), diabetes (frequent trips to 
the nurse) or other chronic illnesses, your child 
will benefit if the teachers and selected staff 
know of the student’s condition.

IMMUNISATIONS
The Bahrain Ministry of Health requires each 
student to be immunised against certain 

diseases prior to school attendance. The school 
nurse communicates with parents and guardians 
regarding missing immunisations. It is very 
important that parents follow up on letters and 
messages from the school.

Students must be fully immunised before they 
join the school. Students who are not fully 
immunised will not be admitted to the school.

HEAD LICE
If a student has lice and/or nits, parents will be 
notified to take their child home for treatment. 
The school nurse monitors each case and 
carefully follows contacts of the student. The 
school nurse is available to provide any necessary 
information. On the morning of return to school 
the student must be checked by the nurse prior 
to going to class.

MEDICATIONS AT SCHOOL
1.  If your child requires regular medication you 

should inform the nurse. 

2.  Your child will not be given any medication in 
school except by prior arrangement. Parents 
must sign a medical request form before any 
medicines are given at school. These forms 
are available from the school nurse who will 
review each request and will work with parents 
if there are any questions about the medicine. 

3.  Prescription medicines must be received in the 
original container from the pharmacy with the 

physician’s name, the student’s name, name of 
the medicine, dosage and the times to be given. 
For your child’s safety, medicines received in 
plastic bags or other non-pharmacy containers 
will not be given to students. 

4.   Send only the amount of medicine that is to 
be taken at school. 

Students

Student Welfare and Services
HEALTHY EATING
Research shows conclusively that healthy eating 
patterns in childhood and adolescence promote 
optimal childhood health, growth, and intellectual 
development; prevent immediate health problems, 
such as iron deficiency (anaemia), obesity, eating 
disorders, and dental cavities; and may prevent long-
term health problems, such as coronary heart disease, 
cancer and strokes.

In other words, healthy eating is a great 
foundation for children’s learning and future 
health which is why we are working to develop 
our students’ awareness and understanding 
of the principles of good nutrition and healthy 
eating. You can support us by sending your 
children to school with nutritious food instead 
of chocolate, high fat processed foods or sugar/ 
caffeine-based fizzy drinks.

Research has also demonstrated that children 
who regularly eat a healthy breakfast have better 
standardised test scores, better behaviour and 
are less hyperactive than children who skip 
breakfast. Try to avoid giving your child sugary 
breakfast cereals, white-flour pancakes and 
syrup, all of which will leave your child hungry 
and tired halfway through the morning. Eating 
a nutritious lunch will help keep your child’s 
mind sharp and ready to learn all afternoon. 
We encourage children to drink plenty of water 
during the day.

SCHOOL CAFETERIA
The cafeteria sells a variety of food and drinks which 
are available all day from breakfast until after school. 
Students in Juniors and Seniors are able to purchase 
food there at break and lunch times. It does not sell 
caffeine-based fizzy drinks or chocolates and we work 
with the cafeteria manager to provide nutritious and 
healthy meals that students like.

Of course, students have the option to bring their own 
food to school and chilled drinking water is available 
throughout the site. We ask students to bring a water 
bottle to school which they can fill from our chilled 
water dispensers. Children in Infants, from Nursery to 
Year 2, bring a snack from home each day.

JUICE BAR
The school runs a juice bar which serves a variety 
of fresh fruit drinks which is proving very popular 
and helping students and staff to consume their 
“5 a day” of fruit and vegetables.

Medical Facilities and Provision
YOU CAN CONTACT OUR SCHOOL NURSES AT:

Infants
Ms. Zainab Al Ismaeel
medical@thebsbh.com

Juniors/Seniors
Ms. Hanan Malik
medical2@thebsbh.com

School Counsellors
In Infants and Juniors, Ms. Kathy Guyon provides 
counselling support should students need extra 
pastoral help. In Seniors, Ms. Doreen Mills 
provides counselling support. Both work closely 
with Head of Years and teachers to ensure 
support is provided where it is needed.

Infants/Lower Juniors
Ms. Kathy Guyon
guyonk@thebsbh.com

Upper Juniors/Seniors 
Ms. Doreen Mills
millsd@thebsbh.com

Students
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LOST AND FOUND PROPERTY
Any items found should be given in to the Reception where it will be logged in a ‘Lost and Found’ book. 
All items brought into school should be clearly labelled so that lost articles can be easily identified and 
returned to their owner. Books will be returned to the appropriate department. Your child may check with 
the receptionist in each building for any lost articles. Parents may also come and check for missing items. 
We reserve the right to clear unnamed lost property at the end of each month.

OUR SCHOOL UNIFORM
Our uniform is smart and practical for the local environment. On PE days we ask all children from Nursery 
to Year 6 to arrive at school in their PE kit. During the swimming season, autumn and summer terms, all 
pupils should have BSB regulation swimwear and a towel.

Please note that all the uniforms are for sale from the BSB Uniform Shop located on the first floor in the 
Administration Building adjacent to the coffee shop.

Nursery, Reception and Years 1 - 2
Girls: Blue and white striped dress with short sleeves, reverse collar with 
badge; white socks, short or long as preferred; black shoes.

Optional: navy blue tights; navy blue V-necked sweater or cardigan with 
badge.

Boys: Blue and white striped shirt with short sleeves, reverse collar with 
badge; navy blue shorts or trousers; short navy blue socks; black shoes.

Optional: Navy blue V-necked sweater with badge.

PE / Swimming: Regulation PE T-shirt; knee-length plain navy blue shorts; 
white socks; white or black trainers.

Optional: plain navy blue school tracksuit may be worn.

Girls: Plain dark blue one-piece costume 
Optional: Plain dark blue full or ¾ body suit Boys: Plain dark blue swimming shorts.

Optional: Plain dark blue, fitted-over-the-knee swimming shorts.

StudentsStudents

5.   For the student’s safety, medications must be 
kept in the nurse’s office. Students may carry 
their inhalers provided that the school nurse 
has been informed previously by letter. 

6.  Students are responsible for coming to the 
nurse’s office at the designated times for 
medications. 

7.   If a medication is ordered by the doctor as “three 
times a day,” it should be taken before school, after 
school and before bedtime. Talk to the school nurse 
if you have any questions.

8.   If a medication is prescribed by the doctor as “four 
times a day,” it should be taken before school, after 
lunch, after school and before bedtime. 

9.   Administration of insulin, inhalers and other 
emergency medications are an exception and 
are available as needed. 

Students with Special Healthcare Needs:
Please notify the school nurse if your child has 
been in hospital, has had surgery or has a cast 
and is using crutches. The school nurse will work 
with you and your child to arrange the necessary 
accommodations.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND ILLNESS
When an illness prevents your child from going 
to school, please notify the school of your child’s 
absence. Keep in mind that your child could cause 
entire classrooms and school staff to become sick if 
sent to school when ill. Students with fever, vomiting, 
nausea, chills, repeated diarrhoea, severe cough, 
earache, severe sore throat, skin rash or draining sores 
need to stay home until 24 hours after the symptoms 
subsist. If you have questions, call the school nurse for 
guidance. If these symptoms remain for longer than a 
day, contact your healthcare 
provider to see if your child needs to be 
evaluated. In cases of certain communicable 

diseases (example: strep throat, pink eye) 
students can be re-admitted to school after the 
school nurse reviews a note from the doctor 
and sees the student. It is extremely important 
that all medicines prescribed by the doctor are 
completed.

ILLNESSES AND ACCIDENTS AT SCHOOL
Parents will be notified by telephone by one of the 
school nurses if a student becomes too sick to remain 
at school and you will need to make arrangements for 
your child to be collected and taken home as soon as 
possible. 

Students leaving school for reasons of illness are 
required to sign out at reception before leaving and 
will be issued with a “Permission to leave school” pass 
which must be handed to the security guard at the 
gate. A student will only be permitted to leave school 
if accompanied by a teacher, parent or guardian.

First Aid treatment is available at school for 
minor accidents or injuries. A member of staff 
or one of the school nurses will notify parents 
if they need to follow up on an injury or illness. 
If your child is hurt at school, they should tell an 
adult immediately. In the case of serious injuries 
or illnesses, parents will be notified as soon as 
possible.

If parents cannot be reached, the emergency 
numbers listed by parents will be contacted. If 
necessary, your child will be taken to hospital by 
ambulance and, if you are not available, will be 
accompanied by a member of staff.

Please make sure all your phone numbers on 
our school records are current and that the 
school knows your back-up plans if you are out 
of Bahrain.
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Year 12 and 13
Girls: Light blue fitted blouse (with logo), charcoal grey skirt or trousers; white 
socks, short or long as preferred; black shoes.
Optional: Navy tights; navy blue V-necked sweater or cardigan.

Boys: Light blue shirt with short or long sleeves; grey trousers; dark socks; 
black shoes. 
Optional: sixth form tie, navy blue V-necked sweater.

PE / Swimming: Same as for Year 11.

SPORTS/SWIM WEAR

Students

Years 3, 4 and 5
Girls: Blue and white striped dress with short sleeves, reverse collar with badge; white 
socks, short or long as preferred; black shoes.

Optional: navy blue tights; navy blue V-necked sweater or cardigan with badge.

Boys: White shirt with short or long sleeves; school tie; navy blue shorts or trousers; 
short navy blue socks; black shoes .
Optional: Navy blue V-necked sweater with badge.

PE / Swimming: Regulation PE T-shirt; knee-length plain navy blue shorts; white socks; 
white or black trainers.
Optional: plain navy blue school tracksuit may be worn.

Girls: Plain dark blue one-piece costume Optional: Plain dark blue full or ¾ body suit Boys: Plain dark blue swimming 
shorts.
Optional: Plain dark blue fitted-over-the-knee swimming shorts.

Students

Years 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11
Girls: Blue and white striped short sleeved fitted blouse, reverse collar with badge, 
(shirt worn over skirt); navy blue pleated skirt; white socks, short or long as 
preferred; black shoes.

Navy tights; navy blue V-necked sweater or cardigan with badge. Navy trousers for 
girls in Year 6 to 11.

Boys: White shirt with short or long sleeves; school tie; navy shorts or trousers; 
short navy socks; black shoes.
Optional: Navy blue V-necked sweater with badge.

PE / Swimming: Regulation PE T-shirt; knee-length plain navy shorts; white socks; 
white or black trainers.
Optional: Plain navy school tracksuit may be worn.

Girls: Plain dark blue one-piece costume 
Optional: Plain dark blue full or ¾ body suit 
Boys: Plain dark blue swimming shorts.
Optional: Plain dark blue fitted-over-the-knee swimming shorts.
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Request for documentation from school

If you require any documentation from the school 
about your child, please inform us in writing and 
give us adequate notice.  

Transfer Certificates
If your child is transferring to another school due 
to family relocation, please inform your child’s form 
tutor in the first instance. Please also inform the Head 
teacher of the relevant section and the Admissions 
Department in writing in good time before your child’s 
withdrawal from school. 

We require at least two full school weeks notice 
for exit documentation or references, transcripts 
and reports to be prepared. Please note that 
this documentation will not be provided until all 
school fees are paid and all books and equipment 
belonging to the school have been returned. 
Your child’s form tutor will assist them with the 
necessary exit arrangements before he or she 
leaves the school.

Tuition Fees
The British School of Bahrain is a private, 
independent school and we charge fees for 
enrolment and attendance. The levels of fees we 
charge are approved by the Ministry of Education 
and are reviewed annually. We are required 
to submit applications for fee increases to the 
Ministry of Private Education for approval. 

Registration Fees
A registration fee is required for all new students 
joining the BSB. These registration fees are non-
refundable.

In the event of a child being scheduled to join the 
school after the mid-term point, the Registration 
Fee and half the term’s tuition fee will be payable.
Books/Resource Deposit: a refundable deposit of a 50 
BHD along with registration fees.

Tuition Fees
All tuition fees must be paid at our Accounts Office, 
in accordance with the invoice, on or before the due 
date. The date is indicated on the invoice in the British 
date format i.e. dd/mm/yy. 

The preferred method of payment is by cash 
or cheque directly at the School’s Accounts 
Department. Cheques should be made payable 
to “The British School of Bahrain”. 

It is requested that no direct deposits are made to the 
school’s bank account. Parents who pay by electronic 
transfer are requested to quote the invoice number 
and student name as transaction reference and 
submit a receipt of this transaction to the Accounts 
Department.

Misplacement or non-receipt of the original 
invoice will not be considered a valid reason for 
failure to pay the fees by the due date.

Tuition fees for the term are payable in full regardless of 
sickness or absence for other reasons (including study 
leave). Where payment has been made by cheque and 
the issued cheque is not honoured by the bank for 
whatever reason, a further administration charge of 
BD25 will be levied.

In the event of the non-payment of school fees by the 
due date, the school reserves the right to remove the 
student from the school roll and offer the place to a 
student on the waiting list.

All uniform items can be bought from the BSB uniform shop. 

Please contact the school if you experience any difficulties in purchasing particular items.  

In addition we ask all parents to pay particular attention to the following:

•   Shoes must be of black leather and of a regulation design. They should not have high heels, ostentatious 
ornamentation or high platforms. Trainers/leather trainers, boots, open toed sandals or loose fitting slip-on shoes 
may not be worn. 

•   Girls may wear one pair of ear studs and a chain if it is of religious significance, but no other jewellery, 
nail varnish or make-up is allowed. Boys cannot wear piercings.

•   All items of clothing should be clearly marked with the child’s name. 

•   Hair should be neat and tidy and long hair should be tied back. Hairstyles should not be aggressive or idiosyncratic. 
It is at the discretion of the Head teacher to decide whether a hairstyle is acceptable or not. 

•   Skirts should be knee length at the very least.

•  No hooded jumpers allowed.

•   Hats, whilst acceptable and advisable in the summer months to be worn outside must not be worn 
inside the school building. 

WINTER WEAR

Students
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12.  Tuition fees for the term are payable in full regardless of sickness or absence for other reasons 
(including study leave). Where payment has been made by cheque and the issued cheque is not 
honoured by the bank for whatever reason, a further administration charge of BD25 will be levied.

13.  In the event of the non-payment of school fees by the due date, the School reserves the right to 
remove the student from the school roll and offer the place to a student on the waiting list.

14.  Parents/Students must remember at all times that the school’s agreement is with the Individual 
parents/students and they are liable to pay the school all the prescribed fees, as and when necessary. 
The employer of the parents will have nothing to do with the school.

15.  No students are allowed to enter the class if school fees have not been paid, also s/he will not be 
allowed to sit any examinations if the appropriate fees have not been paid.

Non-payment or Late Payment of Fees
1.  There is a BD25.000 administration charge for any dishonoured cheques. If your account has a history 

of dishonoured cheques, the school may require that future payments are made in cash or banker’s 
cheques.

2.  Entry into examinations and activities for which fees are due will be denied where relevant charges 
or tuition fees have not been paid.

3.  If more than one child from a family is enrolled AND the full amount owing for ALL enrolled children 
is not settled by the invoice due date, the school reserves the right to withdraw the places for ALL 
siblings in that family who are enrolled at the school.

4.  In these circumstances the school may cancel the places allocated to the family and, additionally, 
offer them to new applicants for places at the school. There is a demand for places and we have 
waiting lists in most year groups. The fees for the term are payable in full, regardless of sickness or 
absence for other reasons (including study leave).

5.  If the fees for a term are not paid by the due date a 10% surcharge is levied and the school reserves 
the right to exclude them from attending school. In addition, the school may withdraw the child’s 
place.

6.  No exam certificates, school reports or transfer documents will be released until all outstanding fees 
have been settled.

StudentsStudents

Payment of Fees
1.  Parents are required to settle the Registration, Book/Resources deposit fee and the Term Tuition fees 

in advance, before enrolment.

2.  Parents are encouraged to pay their Tuition fee in advance as per the due dates to avoid late penalty 
fee of 10% and forfeiting of siblings discounts, as and where applicable.

3.  Dates on which payments are due are clearly indicated on the invoice and it is the responsibility of individual 
parents to ensure fees are paid on time.

4.  The School reserves the right to suspend or expel any student who has overdue fees.

5.  Students who have overdue fees may be refused entry to the School premises and suspended from 
attending classes and/ or using School facilities. This includes the right for the School to refuse letter 
requests and cancel student name from the enrolment register.

6.  The preferred method of payment is by cash or cheque directly at the School’s Accounts Department. 
Cheques should be made payable to “The British School of Bahrain”. 

7.  It is requested that no direct deposits are made to the School’s bank account. Parents who pay by 
electronic transfer are requested to quote the invoice number and student name as transaction 
reference and submit a receipt of this transaction to the accounts department either by hand or via 
email.

8.  Any student who is suspended, expelled or withdrawn by the School for breach of the School’s terms 
and conditions is not entitled to any refund; he/she will also be liable to pay the remainder of the fee, 
in its entirety, at the discretion of the School.

9.  The School will take such action, including recourse to the legal process, as it deems necessary to 
recover all outstanding debt. Any such action will also include the recovery of reasonable costs 
incurred by the School in relation to the recovery procedures.

10.  The whole remaining fee becomes immediately payable for students who are in breach of their 
agreement without prior written consent from the School; this is at the discretion of the School.

11.  Invoices for the Annual fees are generally handed out at the time of enrolment for new students and 
for existing students, posted ten weeks prior to the end of the Summer term, with payment due six 
weeks prior to the end of that term. In the event of the invoice still not having been received eight 
weeks prior to the end of term, the Accounts Office should be contacted and a duplicate invoice 
obtained. Misplacement or non-receipt of the original invoice will not be considered a valid reason 
for failure to pay the fees by the due date.
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Other Fees
Other fees are payable in individual cases. These include:

– GCSE, ‘A’ Level, BTEC and IBDP examination entry fees
– ESL, Additional Mathematics
– Specific School outings
– International trips

If additional tuition to support learning is deemed necessary, appropriate fees will be charged. 

An application has been submitted to the Ministry of Education to charge students for additional 
learning support.

Fees for these and arrangements for payment will be notified separately.

Please note that the total GCSE and A-level, BTEC and IBDP fees can amount to several hundred Bahrain 
Dinars and will increase if the Examining Board increases their fees. Entry into examinations and activities 
for which fees are due will be denied where relevant charges or tuition fees have not been paid.

Siblings Discount
The school offers a 10% discount on tuition fees for the third youngest enrolled child and a 25% discount 
for the fourth and fifth youngest enrolled child of the same family. 

These discounts are only allowed if fees are paid on or before the due date. Any delay in payment will 
result in FULL fees. (i.e without discount) being payable. 

Students

Refund Policy
1.  Refunds will only be processed in accordance with the terms and conditions outlined in clauses 4.2 

to 4.11, and provided students requesting a refund have complied fully with the School’s terms and 
conditions.

2.  It is the policy of the School not to refund tuition fees. If unforeseen and pressing circumstances 
result in a student having to leave before the start of the new term, a 50% refund of tuition fees may 
be considered, provided that the School has received written notice prior to the due date for advance 
payment of fees for that term. Such refunds will be granted solely at the discretion of the School and 
only in exceptional circumstances.

3.  A cancellation fee of BD 100/- per student shall be deducted from any such approved refunds.

4.  All applications for refunds must be made in writing by submitting a completed ‘Refund Request 
Form’ to the Admissions Department at least 60 days prior to the term start date (as detailed in the 
offer letter).

5.  Where the school is unable to provide the programme of study for which the student originally applied 
for, offered and accepted and the applicant does not want to take up a place on any alternative 
programme offered, the applicant will be considered for a refund.

6.  Refunds will only be made via the original payment method; except where the original payment was 
made by cash.

7.  Parents are liable to pay any bank/ transfer charges associated with the processing of a refund 
application.

8.  The School will aim to process all refunds within 6 weeks from the date the complete ‘Refund Request 
Form’ and any supporting documents are received.

9.  If the student is eligible for a refund of their fees by bank draft or cheque, the School will not be in 
any way responsible for the draft after its dispatch from the School premises and will not issue a 
replacement draft or cheque if it is lost or misplaced.

10.  Refunds will not be made to a third party unless the School has received (written) explicit 
authorisation from the applicant. This should be in the form of a signed hard-copy letter from the 
parent, specifically authorising the School to refund their fees to a named third party. This condition 
applies regardless of the source of the original fee payment.

Students
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LAST DATE OF PAYMENT OF FEES

Terms Last Date Of 
Payment

If fees not paid till these dates,
names will be struck off from 

register
Term 1 23rd May 30th June

Term 2 2nd November 14th December

Term 3 8th February 28th March

Term 1 
(of Next Academic Year)

3rd May 28th June

If you have any questions about fees or payments please contact our Accounts Office.

Students

Fee Schedule for Academic Year 2017-2018

The  fees  stated in the schedule below are per term for 2017-2018, unless revised with Ministry of 
Education’s approval. 

Class Age Tuition Fees per 
Term

Tuition Fees per 
Year

Nursery 3 - 4 BD 867.000 BD 2601.000

Reception 4 - 5 BD 1102.000 BD 3306.000

Key Stage 1

Year 1 5 - 6 BD 1102.000 BD 3306.000

Year 2 6 - 7 BD 1102.000 BD 3306.000

Key Stage 2

Year 3 7 - 8 BD 1254.000 BD 3762.000

Year 4 8 - 9 BD 1254.000 BD 3762.000

Year 5 9 - 10 BD 1363.000 BD 4089.000

Year 6 10 - 11 BD 1364.000 BD 4092.000

Key Stage 3

Year 7 11 - 12 BD 1569.000 BD 4707.000

Year 8 12 - 13 BD 1569.000 BD 4707.000

Year 9 13 - 14 BD 1641.000 BD 4923.000

Key Stage 4 and Sixth Form

Year 10 14 - 15 BD 1717.000 BD 5151.000

Year 11 15 - 16 BD 1717.000 BD 5151.000

Year 12 16 - 17 BD 2242.000 BD 6726.000

Year 13 17 - 18 BD 2242.000 BD 6726.000

Students
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